CHAPTER VII.
Exeunt the Sins.

IT is in the period of the Civil War, and amid the
the savage strife of the Puritan uprising, that the
Sins pass out of English Literature. Their final ap-
pearance is in a little volume of devotion over which
a fierce and bitter controversy raged. It was published
in 1627, its author being John Cosin (1594-1671),
who afterwards became Bishop of Durham, and it was
entitled "A Collection of Private Devotions: in the
practice of the ancient Church called the Hours of
Prayer, as they were after this manner published by
authority of Queen Elizabeth, taken out of the Holy
Scriptures, the ancient fathers, and the divine services
of our own Church." It is a beautiful little book,
marked by both piety and learning, and full of the
fragrance of a pure and lofty faith. But Cosin was
known to be a friend of the King and of Laud, was a
devout and loyal churchman, and one of the greatest
scholars of the time; and so the Puritan faction smelt
Popery in the innocent little volume of prayers and
psalms. How it was received is told by Peter Heylin
in his life of Laud, in the following passage: " About
this time (i 627) .also came out a book entitled CA Col-
lection of Private Devotions or the Hours of Prayer/
composed by Cosens, one of the prebends of Durham,